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Cornmarket come on board as major supporter of an innovative business mentoring programme for school principals
Dublin, Thursday March 26th: Business in the Community Ireland is pleased to announce that Cornmarket Group Financial Services Limited, one of Ireland’s largest independent insurance brokers, have come on board as a sponsor of its innovative Management Excellence for Principals (MEP) initiative.  


Established in 2001, The Schools’ Business Partnership (SBP) is a flagship programme managed by Business in the Community Ireland (BITCI). The programme aims to develop mutually beneficial links between schools and businesses at local level and to support the Government’s overall strategy on educational inclusion. A key component of the SBP programme is the unique Management Excellence for Principals (MEP) initiative. 

It is a national seminar series specifically designed for principals on a variety of key topics such as Leadership and Performance Management and the seminars are actually delivered by volunteer business leaders themselves with a number of  Ireland’s top CEO’s having participated so far. To date, 80 seminars have taken place in a number of counties and more than half of Ireland’s post primary principals have participated in the series.  

Cornmarket have worked closely with Business in the Community Ireland since 2006. They have been heavily involved in the Skills@Work Programme where they are partnered with St. David’s CBS School, Artane, Dublin 5. As part of the programme, Cornmarket offer voluntary academic support to St. David’s pupils by providing them with valuable on-site work experience within the company and guiding them towards preparing for their transition into the workplace through in-school presentations and CV building advice. 

This new three year sponsorship agreement with Cornmarket will have a huge impact on further enhancing the MEP programme nationally.
“We are very excited that Cornmarket has shown such support and commitment to our programme. By having such strong support, we can continue to offer this unique and innovative series of training seminars to Ireland’s school principals. The scope for leveraging best practice by meaningful engagement between the business and education sectors is quite significant so Cornmarket’s involvement is vital for its continued growth”, said Germaine Noonan, Manager of the Schools’ Business Partnership.

Its support of the Management Excellence for Principals (MEP) initiative is the latest element of Cornmarket’s approach to corporate responsibility. The company also sponsors Global Schoolroom, an initiative designed to help Irish teachers share their educational experience with their counterparts in the Developing World. In addition, Cornmarket supports Cumann na mBunscol, the voluntary organisation of primary school teachers in Ireland who promote the Irish native games of camogie, hurling, football, rounders, handball and athletics.
Michael O’Brien, Cornmarket’s M.D. commented, “We are delighted to support the Schools’ Partnership Programme managed by Business in the Community Ireland as a key tool in assisting school principals attain quality leadership and management skills. As the leading provider of financial services to the teaching profession, we believe this initiative will greatly help in the task of developing the management expertise of school principals to the benefit of the entire education system”.
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