
‘WWF is not just about saving whales and tigers 

and rainforests, and preventing pollution and waste , 

but is inescapably concerned with the future conduc t, 

welfare and happiness and indeed survival of 

mankind on this planet.’mankind on this planet.’

Max Nicholson, one of the founders of WWF

Dr Claire Cockerill
Freshwater Policy Officer
WWF-NI



Energy Use – wasteful & inequitable 
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Water Footprint – country level
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Water Footprint - components





Increasing Focus on Water Issues

� Water – the new carbon?

� WBCSD, WDP, CEO water mandate, WFWG 

� Part of risk and CSR agendas� Part of risk and CSR agendas

� Emerging standards and measures

� Emerging disclosure and positioning

� Initial business water studies



Business Risk

� Reputation – perceived water abuse

� LTO – water scarcity is extremely politically sensitive

� Materiality – reliance on water & water intensive  materials� Materiality – reliance on water & water intensive  materials

� Rising costs – from buffering against water shortages



Business Opportunity

� Better understand social, environmental, economic  water issues 

� Examine the volumes, impacts and risks in the supply chain

� Calculate water footprint and reduce impacts in stressed areas� Calculate water footprint and reduce impacts in stressed areas

� Press for sound water management and water agreements 

� Protect basic rights of access to water for people and nature

� Maintain transparency and rigour through consultations

� B2C & B2B communications on sound water management


